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CONFIDENTIAL SANAA 1590 

LIMDIS 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: YE, PBOR, ET 

SUBJ: RED SEA ISLANDS TALKS 

1. ACTING FONMIN ASNAG TOLD ME AUGUST 20 THAT HE HAS CABLED 
YAR EMBASSY IN ADDIS INSTRUCTING IT TO INFORM IEG THAT YARG 
AGREEABLE TO INFORMAL TALKS ON RED SEA ISLANDS. INITIATIVE 
ON TALKS REPORTEDLY CAME FROM ETHIOPIAN AMBASSADOR HERE. 
MESSAGE ALSO ASSURED IEG THAT EXISTENCE OF TALKS WOULD NOT RPT 
NOT BE PUBLICIZED. YARG WILLING TO HOLD TALKS EITHER CAPITAL 
IN ACCORDANCE IEG WISHES. ASNAG ENVISIONS TALKS WOULD 
LAST ABOUT TWO DAYS AND WOULD BE EXPLORATORY IN NATURE. 


2. COMMENT. YARG OBVIOUSLY WELCOMES RENEWAL OF 
DIALOGUE WITH IEG WHICH HAD BEEN TEMPORARILY INTERRUPTED 
BY CANCELLATION OF EMPEROR'S VISIT. 

NEWTON 
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